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CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 BONN 08132 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR MILI GW UR US 

SUBJECT: CINCGSPG VISIT TO CINCUSAREUR (CERVINE TWIST) 

REFS: (A) CINCUSAREUR DTG 04I420Z MAY 77; 

(B) BONN 3954 DTG 04I63IZ MAY 77; 

(C) STATE 43640 DTG 26I936Z PEB 77 

BEGIN SUMMARY: CINCUSAREUR HAS REQUESTED THE 
ASSISTANCE OP THE EMBASSY IN OBTAINING GUIDANCE ON 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECTS OP THE JULY VISIT BY CINCGSFG 
AND ON THE EXTENT AND TYPE OP HONORS CEREMONY THAT WOULD 
BE APPROPRIATE. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE POR 
RESPONDING TO USAREUR REQUEST. END SUMMARY. 

1. GENERAL BLANCHARD, CINCUSAREUR, HAS DISCUSSED WITH 
THE AMBASSADOR THE PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
PORTHCOMING VISIT OP CINCGSPG. USAREUR NEEDS GUIDANCE 
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ON MEDIA COVERAGE DURING THE VISIT AND ON THE EXTENT 
AND TYPE OP HONORS CEREMONY TO BE GIVEN CINCGSPG. AS 
DECISIONS CONCERNING THE VISIT WERE MADE AT 
A HIGH LEVEL AND THE DEPARTMENT HAS EXPRESSED 
PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON PUBLICITY (PARA 4, REP C), WE ARE 
REFERRING THESE QUESTIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT POR EARLY 
CONSIDERATION. USAREUR'S PLANS FOR THE VISIT ITSELP 
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WILL TO SOME EXTENT BE INFLUENCED BY THE POLICY TO BE 
APPLIED WITH RESPECT TO MEDIA COVERAGE. 

2. EMBASSY PRELIMINARY VIEWS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE VISIT. AS THE VISIT IS 
SCHEDULED FOR JULY 19-20 (REF A), WE THINK THAT A SHORT 
PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES SHOULD BE 
ISSUED AROUND JUNE 1 BY USAREUR OR POSSIBLY BY THE 
EMBASSY: 

BEGIN TEXT. 

THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE GROUP OF SOVIET FORCES 
IN GERMANY, GENERAL IVANOVSKIY, AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OE 
HIS STAFE WILL VISIT HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY EUROPE AND 
A US ARMY TRAINING AREA ON JULY 19 AND 20 AS GUESTS 
OF GENERAL BLANCHARD, COMMANDER IN CHIEF, US ARMY 
EUROPE. THE VISIT WILL BE IN RETURN FOR A VISIT BY THE 
CINCUSAREUR TO THE CINCGSEG IN SEPTEMBER 1973. 

END TEXT. 

3. THE PURPOSE OE THIS SHORT ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE TO 
PUT THE VISIT ON THE PUBLIC RECORD EARLY, IN AN EFEORT 
TO FORESTALL UNNECESSARY SPECULATION OR THE NEED TO 
RESPOND TO PRESS INQUIRIES IE INEORMATION ON THE VISIT 
SHOULD LEAK. 
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INTO USMISSION USBERLIN 
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4. SEVERAL EACTORS WILL NEED TO BE CONSIDERED BEEORE 
A EINAL DECISION ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT IS REACHED: (A) 

WE WOULD FIRST NEED TO LET THE DUST SETTLE EROM THE 
QUADRIPARTITE DECLARATION ON BERLIN ISSUED IN LONDON 
ON MAY 10. WE HAVE NOT YET HAD THE OFEICIAL SOVIET 
REACTION TO THAT DECLARATION, AND IN ANY CASE IT WOULD 
SEEM INCONSISTENT TO ANNOUNCE THE IVANOVSKIY VISIT 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DECLARATION; THAT IS WHY WE 
SUGGEST WAITING UNTIL AROUND JUNE 1. (B) BEEORE 
ISSUANCE, IT WILL ALSO BE NECESSARY TO CLEAR THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT WITH THE ERG, TO GIVE IT TIME TO PREPARE 
ANSWERS TO THE INEVITABLE QUESTIONS EROM THE PRESS AND 
THE OPPOSITION AS TO WHAT ROLE THE ERG PLAYED IN 
ARRANGING, APPROVING OR CONTROLLING THE VISIT. (C) 

EINALLY, IT MUST BE CONSIDERED WHETHER THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
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SHOULD BE CLEARED WITH THE SOVIETS (WHO CUSTOMARILY DO 
NOT ANNOUNCE OEEICIAL TRAVELS EAR IN ADVANCE). 

5. IE SUCH AN ANNOUNCEMENT IS TO BE MADE, THE EMBASSY 
WOULD APPRECIATE BACKGROUND EROM THE DEPARTMENT ON 
PRIOR VISITS - THEIR FREQUENCY, EXTENT, ETC. - IN 

ORDER TO RESPOND TO EOLLOW-UP PRESS INQUIRIES. 

6. MEDIA COVERAGE DURING THE VISIT. THE EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT THE VISIT SHOULD BE TREATED IN A ROUTINE, 
OPEN MANNER. THERE WILL BE MEDIA INTEREST 
(PARTICULARLY PROM TV) GIVEN THE NATURE OF THE EVENT 
AND WE SHOULD RESPOND TO IT WITHOUT, HOWEVER, 
ENCOURAGING IT UNDULY. ACCREDITED JOURNALISTS SHOULD 
BE ALLOWED TO COVER THE VISIT TO SOME EXTENT. WE 
REALIZE THAT THIS WILL POSE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS, BUT THE 
ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE UNPALATABLE AND WOULD IN ANY CASE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

AROUSE EXCESSIVE INTEREST IN THE ERG. WE THEREEORE 
DOUBT THAT WE HAVE MUCH CHOICE IN THE MATTER. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE CONCERNING TIMING OE 
AN ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE VISIT, THE NEED FOR 
CLEARING SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT WITH THE SOVIETS, THE 
EXTENT AND TYPE OE HONORS TO BE GIVEN CINCGSEG, AND THE 
HANDLING OE MEDIA INTEREST DURING THE VISIT. 

STOESSEL 
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